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Objectives

• Overview universal x-ray concepts

• Explore various clinical implications of 

chest x-ray findings

• Practice identification of key items during 

chest x-ray interpretation











Systematic Evaluation

• A – Airway & Adenopathy (midline, patent?)

• B – Bones (fractures?)

• C – Cardiac Silhouette (cardiothoracic ratio?)

• D – Diaphragm (contour, angles)

• E – Everything else (extrapleural)

Crausman, RS.  Chest 1998;  113; 256-257



Review of 

anatomy & 

landmarks





Overexposed Underexposed



Patient Position? 

❖Anterior-posterior (AP)

❖Posterior-anterior (PA)

❖Left lateral decubitus (left side down)

❖Right lateral decubitus (right side down)

❖Oblique 

❖Patient turned at an angle toward film



Posterior Anterior (PA) Anterior Posterior (AP)















Densities on X-ray

• Acid Fast Tuberculosis

• A.F.T.B.

– A – Air

– F – Fluid/Fat

– T – Tissue

– B – Bone

– (CALCIUM)













































































Likely the most common clinical 

abnormalities to present on chest x-ray...

Pneumothorax

Atelectasis/Consolidation/Pneumonia

Pleural Effusion

Lesion/Mass

Air Trapping and/or Hyperinflation



39 

Male 

s/p 

MVC



ARDS s/p 

blunt chest 

trauma





































Remember... not everything is 

always “black and white” 

Thanks for listening

Tim.Gilmore@lsuhs.edu

mailto:tim.Gilmore@lsuhs.edu
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